Literary Creation Day Parallelism

1

2/4/2013

In Genesis1

Pastor Richard P. Mendoza
rpm@biblical-investigations.com
The following illustrates the literary pattern of each day of creation based on the creation day formula of “the evening and the
morning were day one” which is preceded by the creation events that took place on that particular day of creation stated therein.
This literary pattern of the creation day formula preceded by the creation day events is used to establish that Genesis 1:1-5 and
the creation events listed therein, right up to the creation day formula of Day 1, all transpired on that very same day as noted in
the formula; That is, all the creation events listed in the all the preceding verses which come before the formula and up to the
previous day’s formula~all of those creation events took place on that same day of creation following the listing of those creation
events. Thus, Genesis 1-5 are one unit descriptive of the 1st Day of Creation and they do not describe any act of creation by God
that took place at some other tim e other that the 1st Day of the 1st W eek of TIM E relative to the beginning of the Earth. This
means that “the heaven and the earth” came into existence on the 1st Day of Creation week just as the 4 th Commandment states;
“For in six days the LORD God made the heaven and the earth, and the sea, and all that in them is.” Exodus 20:11; see also 31:17.

Genesis 1:1-31
DAY 1

- Creation Events

1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 3 And God
said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the
light from the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
- Creation Day Formula

And the evening and the morning were the first day.

DAY 2

- Creation Events

6

¶ And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the
waters. 7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the
waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven.
- Creation Day Formula

And the evening and the morning were the second day.
DAY 3

- Creation Events

9

¶ And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land
appear: and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called
he Seas: and God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding
seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 12
And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
- Creation Day Formula

13

And the evening and the morning were the third day.

DAY 4

- Creation Events

2

14

¶ And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and
let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 15 And let them be for lights in the firmament
of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great lights; the greater light
to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 17 And God set them in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to
divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.
- Creation Day Formula

19

And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

DAY 5

- Creation Events

20

¶ And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that
may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 21 And God created great whales, and every living
creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl
after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.
- Creation Day Formula
23

And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

DAY 6

- Creation Events

24

¶ And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and
beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and
cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was
good. 26 ¶ And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 29 And God said, Behold, I
have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which
is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every
fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green
herb for meat: and it was so. 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
- Creation Day Formula

And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.
Genesis 1:1-5 RPM Interpretive Translation:
1

In the beginning of earth time, on the first day of the six days of creation week, God created the heaven
and the earth. 2 And the earth was created in a state of emptiness, it was without life and desolate, and
darkness was upon the face of the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was moving upon the face of the
waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good:
and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.
(* NOTE: This is my own translation of the Hebrew text including the sense given to this text by other texts in the Bible relative to the creation of the earth–
Genesis 2:1-4; Exodus 20:8-11; 31:13-18)

